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of reprieving those under sentence of death or of
handing them over to the executioner. But in the
Dimitrov case his hands were not free. When Torgler
and the Bulgarians were at last acquitted on 23
December 1933, Goring was so beside himself that only
few persons dared come anywhere near him.

His revenge was that the acquitted men were kept
in ' protective custody,' and that in spite of the sentence
of acquittal he had them put under lock and key for an
indefinite time.

Judgment had been given, but the accused were still
Goring's prisoners. It was only several months later
that the three Bulgarian subjects were granted Russian
citizenship and were released after great difficulties.
Meanwhile, however, they had been in great danger :
the man whom Goring had promised to hang was not
sure of his life. If the accused had escaped the Reich
Court, they could still be tried always by the * People's
Court.'

The great middle-class English newspaper, Manchester
Guardian, a few weeks later, published an article on the
hard situation of the accused. The paper well described
the situation, writing as follows : * If anxiety is npw
felt, it is because the four men for nearly a month
now since judgment was given are being held in prison3
and because we remember General Goring's brutal
and wild threats that he was going to carry out against
Dimitrov, so soon as he had him outside the jurisdiction
of the Court, and lastly because a high official in the
Ministry for Home Affairs lately declared openly that
the government would keep the Bulgarians for an
indefinite length of time in protective custody. This
may mean : either in prison with a comparatively